The first eleven chapters of Genesis tell the story of the
tragedy of human separation from God. But God has not given
up on humanity. God is on a mission to reconcile and heal
all of creation. In today’s reading from Genesis 12, we see
the beginning of God’s new strategy: to begin with a single
person (Abram, later renamed Abraham) and family and form
them into a distinct people, so that all peoples may see God’s
blessing in them, and share in this blessing.
God’s chosen people are not selected simply to receive
blessing, but to serve as examples and agents of blessing. God
blesses people not only for their own benefit but for all. When
we fully thank God, we also accept God’s call to bless others.
We the Church receive God’s grace precisely so that we may
share grace with others.

LISTEN TO HIM
In today’s Gospel describing Jesus’ transfiguration, we
hear of the disciples’ vision of Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. Peter,
perhaps understandably, responds by trying to enshrine the
moment by building tents for them. However, God inter-

rupts and speaks words identical to those spoken at Jesus’
baptism: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” But here God adds, “listen to him.”
Listening to God can take various forms. At some moments,
as when we receive new insight or are deeply moved, we
want to jump into action. Sometimes this is appropriate and
necessary. But sometimes God interrupts our eagerness, and
calls us to further reflection or simply to listen in silence.
Reflection and action are of course both essential to our
faith journey. Yet we recall that God may often speak through
silence. Contemplative practice, rich in tradition within our
Catholic faith, reminds us that God invites us to an encounter
within silence. In contemplative prayer, we open ourselves
and simply wait upon God. We might encounter a divine
Presence beyond words.
Today’s Readings: Gen 12:1–4a; Ps 33:4–5, 18–19, 20, 22;
2 Tim 1:8b–10; Mt 17:1–9
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MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday: 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses, Mondays through Fridays: 7:30 AM
CONFESSIONS: Following Masses of Tue., Thur.

Baptisms take place on the 2nd & 4th Sundays at 12:30PM, or at select
Masses. Parents must register for and attend a Baptismal Preparation
Session (recommended that you attend while expecting).
Weddings: Diocesan regulations require one year notice. Please
contact the Parish Office before making reception arrangements.
Ministry to the Sick For Communion to those who are homebound or in
an institution or hospital, please contact the Parish Office. Call any time
in case of emergencies.
Religious Ed. for Children: Please call the Rel. Ed. Office.
Spiritual Direction:
Marge Gryta 908-489-1168,
Jim Moseman 908-675-7124
Sister Parish: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Laserre, Haiti

OUR LITURGY
Saturday, March 07
5:30p Sarah Lacy
by the Tocci Family
Kathleen Tocci
by the Tocci Family
Sunday, March 08
8:00a the deceased members of the parish
9:30a Kevin Moran
by Elizabeth Heath
11:00a Joe Petrone
by Tammy and Jim Mchugh
Irene Boles-Petry
by Ron Restivo
Monday, March 09
7:30a the deceased members of the parish
Tuesday, March 10
7:30a Bill Listman
by Tom Sheedy

THE NEW MASS SCHEDULE
BEGINNING IN 2020
From Fr. Mike…. A few months ago, I spoke at all
the Masses about the status our parish with regard
to finances, projects, and a new Mass schedule. A
new Mass schedule is needed to respond to
decreasing number of people attending Mass and
the decreasing number of priests.

Precious Blood starting in January
Monday: 7:30a Mass
Tuesday:

Wednesday: 7:30a Mass
Thursday: 7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions
Friday:
Saturday:

Wednesday, March 11
7:30a Edith Conroy
by Adelaide Hanna
Thursday, March 12
7:30a the deceased members of the parish
Friday, March 13
7:30a Ann Coulson
by Linda Rovder
Saturday, March 14
5:30p Rose Tober
by The Tober Family
Joe Petrone
by Corky and Ann Marie Mastria

FOR MASS READINGS & FEAST DAYS:

 usccb.org/bible/readings/
 usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgicalcalendar/

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday of Lent, 7 PM
Precious Blood Church

7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions

Sunday:

7:30a Mass
9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
5:30p Vigil Mass
6:30p Confessions
8:00a Sunday Mass
9:30a Sunday Mass
11:00a Sunday Mass

The new Sunday office hours will be 9-11 AM.
Over at St. Dorothea’s, one Sunday Mass and four
daily Masses are being cut from their schedule.
Beginning in January, their sacramental schedule
will be:

St. Dorothea starting in January
Monday: 8:30a Mass
Tuesday: 11:00a
6:45p
7:00p
7:30p

Adoration
Benediction
Mass
Confessions

Wednesday: 8:30a Mass
9:00a Confessions
Thursday: 12:15p Mass
12:45p Confessions

Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

8:30a Mass

WHAT’S HAPPENING

9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
4:00p Vigil Mass

Wednesday, Feb 26
 Ash Wednesday
Week of March 8
 Family Promise
Saturday, Mar 21

 St. Patrick’s Irish Dance

8:30a Sunday Mass
10:00a Sunday Mass
11:00a Rel. Ed.

Sunday, Apr 5

 Seder Meal

Baptisms will continue to be at Precious Blood on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays; and at St. Dorothea the 1st
and 3rd. Baptism times will be moved to 12:30 PM.

RECURRING EVENTS
1st Sundays (Apr 5)
 Helping Hearts Casseroles
 Scouts of America, 5p, Parish Center
1st Tuesdays (Apr 7)
 All God’s People (LGBTQ and allies), 7p Parish
House
2nd Sundays (Mar 8)
 Social at Parish House after Masses
3rd Saturdays
 Men’s Group, 8a, Parish House
4th Saturdays
 Women’s Group, 8a, Francis Rm.
Daily
 AA, Parish Center, 7-8a
Mondays
 Choir Practice, Church, 7:30p

HUMAN CONCERNS
FAMILY PROMISE:
SHELTERING THE HOMELESS
Weeks in 2020 beginning:
March 8, May 17, Oct 18
Family Promise provides shelter for our guests
transitioning to permanent housing at Precious
Blood’s Parish Center. To help with future Family
Promise weeks, simply email Sue Howard at
suehoward@comcast.net indicating you’d like to
be on the volunteer email list. Then Sue will email
everyone with a list of tasks for which you can
volunteer. This process allows us to better
coordinate volunteers from both Precious Blood
and St. Dorothea parishes. Please note that with
new faith communities participating in Family
Promise, we will be hosting only three times this
year – we no longer have a November date.

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER DANCE
Saturday, March 21 at 6:30p
Parish Center Gym
Featuring Blackwater with Sean Hennessy, live
music, dinner, dessert, beer and wine. $25 per
person. Tickets on sale starting this Sunday,
February 23rd at the parish office (9 – 11 AM) and
at the doors of the church next week.

PARISH JOURNAL
NEW OFFICE E-MAIL
Please take note of and use our new office email:

office@churchofthepreciousblood.org

SECOND SUNDAY SOCIALS
NOW ONLY ON SUNDAYS

It replaces the Comcast address. Thanks!

Since the time I first arrived at Precious Blood, the
Saturday evening social on Second Sunday Socials
at the parish house were sparsely attended. And
more recently, not attended at all, even before the
change of time of the Vigil Mass. And so, our afterMass socials on the second Sundays, will only be

NEW SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS
Please take note of our new Sunday hours:

Sundays: 9 – 11 AM
The weekday hours remain the same:

Monday – Friday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
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after the Sunday morning Masses from now on.
Next Second Sunday social will be Mar 8.

 requires being available on weekends to
monitor use of facilities as needed
Résumés and inquiries can be sent to:
office@churchofthepreciousblood.org
parish office: 732-222-4756

STEWARDSHIP
UPCOMING EXTRA COLLECTIONS

FAITH FORMATION

● Mar 1: For Black and American Indian Missions
(Please make checks out to: Church of the Precious Blood)

CATHOLIC WOMEN OF ZION
DAY OF RECOLLECTION

2020 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Saturday, Mar 14, 9 am – 1 pm
Mass: 9 am, Fr. Thomas Maher presiding
St. William the Abbot
2740 Lakewood-Allenwood Rd, Howell

Parish Goal: $27,000
Gift Count: 32 / Raised: $4,940 (18.0% of goal)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Intentional Offering, March 01
 Envelopes and Online… 224
 Black and Indian Mission

$4,657
$923

Total Collection

$6,749

+ cash offering at Masses…

Previous Totals:

2nd Coll: Latin America

Feb 23
Feb 16
Feb 9
Feb 2
Jan 26
Jan 26

Catholic Women of Zion is a ministry of healing of
mind, soul, and body inspired by the Holy Spirit to
meet the needs of today’s Catholic women. Join
these “Morning Retreats” which meet every other
month on a Saturday to hear talks by guest
speakers. The day includes Mass, prayer, music, and
an opportunity to share our faith. Fee of $20
includes lunch. Topic and speaker to be announced.

$1,169

$5,932
$6,428
$6,538
$6,852
$5,284
$1,466

Come and bring a friend! Admission: $20, payable
at the door, includes lunch. Reservations are
necessary. Please call 732-202-8352 no later than
Tuesday, Mar 10 to register. Leave your phone
number and spell your last name. You can also
register on line: www.cwoz.org

CATHOLIC CLIMATE CREATION WORKSHOP
WORLD CLIMATE SIMULATION

LOCAL EVENTS
HELP WANTED

Saturday, Mar 14, 2 – 4 PM

Part-time Facilities Coordinator

As part of a continuing series on the theology of
creation as put forth by Pope Francis in his
encyclical, Laudato Sí, this will be a world climate
interactive simulation developed by Climate
Interactive and MIT, a model-based game which
parallels the UN climate change negotiation
process. Participants, will play world leaders who
will try to produce a global agreement to reduce
CO2 emissions enough to limit global warming well
below 2°C.

Precious Blood Church in Monmouth Beach rents
its Parish Center which has a gym and kitchen for
groups such as wedding or Quinceañera receptions.
This position:
 schedules events and instructs renters as to our
policies (e.g., renters must do their own set-up
and clean-up);
 collects payments (fees, deposits, insurance)
 responsible for light custodial clean-up when
groups don’t clean up themselves (and lose
their cleaning deposit)

Tens of thousands of people around the world have
participated in World Climate Simulation since its
4

or Elaine Anzalone Goumas, will get back in touch
with you regarding all the details and will answer
any questions you may have.
Email: healfromdivorcetoday@gmail.com
Info: www.catholicsdivorce.com

debut. Audiences have included Nobel Prize
winning scientists, a former U.S. Secretary of State,
(actual) UN climate negotiators, University
presidents, European Union policy makers, oil
executives, and countless students of all ages.
During the event participants face climate science,
engage in the drama and tensions of global politics,
test their ambitions against a climate-modeling tool
used by actual climate negotiators, and then reflect
on how the experience challenges their
assumptions about climate change. Moderated by
Monmouth University Professor, Dr. Catherine
Duckett Bringing a personal laptop is
recommended, but not necessary. Free to attend,
but please RSVP: monimaz14@gmail.com

LENTEN SOUP DINNER
Saturday, Mar 28, 5 PM

St. Dorothea’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will host
our annual Empty Bowls Soup Dinner in the Family
Center after the 4:00 PM mass. Enjoy delicious
homemade hearty soups, bread, dessert, and
beverages. Admission is a “free will” donation. All
are welcome! Proceeds will help our neighbors in
need. If you would like to make soup for the event,
please call our help line, 732-939-6225. Leave your
name and a number where we can reach you. Thank
you for your generous support!

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
aweekendforyourmarriage.org

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives
you the time and tools to revitalize romance,
deepen communication, and nourish the
spirituality in your marriage.

CORONA VIRUS INFORMATION
A Memo from Fr. Mike:
As of the time of writing this article for the bulletin,
there are still some unknowns regarding this new
type of Corona Virus:

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
will be held April 24 -26. Please register by April 10,
as space is limited. Phone 1-732-904-9636 for
registration and information.

One unknown is how infectious it is: Initial reports
indicate that it is probably more infectious than the
regular cold or flu, but not as infectious as some
other viruses, such as measles. It is problematic that
it has a long incubation time during which a person
can be a ‘carrier’ and infect others without any
symptoms showing yet. Additionally, for some
people who contract the Corona Virus, they only
have a mild reaction as if it were an ordinary cold,
and therefore, don’t realize they have the Corona
Virus.

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
DIVORCED AND SEPARATED PROGRAM
12 Wednesdays, starting Mar 18, 7-8:30p
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help – St. Agnes Parish
Atlantic Highlands Rectory, 103 Center Ave

This parish is pleased to announce a new ministry
entitled, “Surviving Divorce: Hope and Healing for
the Catholic Family”, a healing program being
offered
for
divorced
and/or
separated
Catholics. Anyone that needs help in finding peace,
power and healing from divorce, whether you are
separated, considering divorce, or are already
divorced, you will discover how to work through
emotions and pain, and experience personal
healing and hope. If interested, please email with
your name and contact information and one of the
facilitators, Michele Coppola Wilson, Peri Marando,

This makes containing the virus and preventing it
from become pandemic (i.e., ‘worldwide’ or
‘universal’) very difficult. This means we should be
prepared for a pandemic in which ‘catching’ the
Corona Virus is as likely as catching the yearly flu or
a cold.
Another unknown is just how deadly the Corona
Virus can be. Each year, tens of millions of people
contract the ordinary flu and tens of thousands of
5

people die from the flu. [Make sure you get your flu
vaccine shot!] Since the Corona Virus is so new,
medical scientists don’t know how deadly it is.
People who are only mildly affected by the virus or
who show no symptoms go unreported. And tests
for the virus are not yet common place. It is possible
that the Corona Virus is as deadly as the current flu,
or maybe several times more deadly.

expensive) masks provide a tight enough seal and a
small enough filter to block viruses. The Surgeon
General has asked the public not to buy or use any
such masks because health care workers need
them. Such cloth or paper masks are used by health
care workers to prevent spreading any disease they
may have to those they care for (so as not to
aerosolize the virus if they have it). And the high
grade ones protect them from inhaling the virus.

The main threat of the Corona Virus is damage to
the lungs. While there may be other cold-like
symptoms such as fever, sore throat, runny nose,
coughing, nausea, diarrhea; it is the damage to the
lungs and the ensuing pneumonia that is most
concerning. Those who require intensive care do so
mostly because they need extra oxygen or even
mechanical assistance in breathing. The elderly, the
sick, and those with compromised immune systems
are most vulnerable.

Contact Contamination: The other mode of
transmission of Corona Virus (and cold and flu
viruses) is by the virus getting onto one’s hands,
and then touching one’s eyes, nose, and mouth with
one’s own infected hand. We are often unaware just
how often we touch our face; but most of us do it a
lot. Because of that behavior, someone with an
infection will eventually get the virus on their
hands. And then those infected hands can transmit
the virus to another person’s hand through a
handshake or through touching the same things.
And then that person brings the virus to their
respiratory system with their own hands.

The worst case scenario is that the Corona Virus
hits large numbers of people all at once which
would overwhelm hospitals’ and health care
systems’ abilities to care for all the severely affected
all at once.

This means avoiding handshakes does not protect
you from catching the virus if you also touch the
things that an infected person also touches: door
handles, top of pews, hymnals, elevator buttons,
pens, etc…

This is why if the Corona Virus cannot be contained,
its transmission needs to be slowed down as much
as possible so that everyone is not affected all at
once.

This is why it is so important to disinfect one’s
hands before touching one’s face. A thorough wash
with soap and warm water is most effective. An
alcoholic gel thoroughly rubbed into one’s hands is
also effective.

Stopping or Slowing Transmission
Everything you’ve ever heard for preventing
catching a cold or flu virus applies to the Corona
Virus. The Corona Virus (like the cold and flu
viruses) are transmitted both by air and by contact.

Self-Quarantining: Besides washing one’s hands,
the other most important thing we can do to stop or
slow the spread of the Corona Virus is to selfquarantine at any sign of a cold or flu (fever,
coughing, sneezing, running nose, sore throat,
nausea, diarrhea). It might be just a cold, but it
could very well be the Corona Virus since some
people’s infection with the Corona Virus is very
mild.

Aerosol Contamination: Any respiratory virus of
the lungs, throat, or nose, can wind up
“aerosolized,” that is, the virus can be expelled in
tiny droplets of water from an infected person not
only when they sneeze or cough, but also when they
talk or breathe. Such tiny droplets can hover in the
air and be blown around by currents for up to a few
hours before landing on the floor or any other
surfaces. Once breathed in, they can infect others.

Previously in the bulletin, I have put an article
about cold and flu precautions in which I mention
the issue of aerosolized viruses and preventing
contact with viruses. And what I emphasized was

Note that most face masks (the cloth and paper
variety) do not protect one from such aerosolized
viruses. Only high grade (and much more
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for people with cold-like symptoms was to stay
home until the cold has passed.

Since we will no longer have the traditional
gestures of peace, then the Rite of Peace will be
skipped over completely until safer to do so.

And people still come to Mass even though they
know they have a cold.

Alcohol gel pumps will be available at the doors of
the church. Though, keep in mind that a hand
washing with soap and warm water is considered
to be more effective. The same pumps will be used
by the Eucharistic Ministers before and after
distributing Communion.

That cannot happen anymore, at least not until the
Corona Virus has been fully contained or run its
course. People have a moral obligation to prevent
the spread of a virus that is potentially more deadly
than the flu.

In Summary

If you have a cold or any symptoms of the
flu, then you are to stay at home and not go
to Mass. The sick are excused from the
obligation to go to Mass, and those who
might be contagious have a moral duty to
not expose others to their possible Corona
Virus illness.





Caretakers of those who may have the Corona Virus
should also stay home and self-quarantine.




Church Response



In these situations, the U.S. Bishops usually follow
the recommendations from Center for Disease
Control. And as of the time of the writing of this
article, our bishop has just issued liturgical
guidelines that include:

Those who are feeling ill must stay at home so
as not to spread the disease
Have an increased vigilance in washing hands
and not touching our own eyes, mouth, or nose.
Cough and sneeze into disposable tissues (and
washing one’s hands afterwards), or if none
available, the inside of one’s forearm to reduce
spreading any virus.
Get the current flu and pneumonia vaccinations.
Let us pray for the sick, the distressed, and all
health care workers.
Get more information from the CDC…
www.cdc.gov/COVID19

LOCAL PARISHES
ST. DOROTHEA, EATONTOWN
stdorothea.org • 732-542-0148

1. asking everyone with cold-like symptoms to not
go to church or other gatherings

 Adoration: Tuesdays 11a - 6:45p benediction.
Mass at 7p following.
 NarAnon Meetings: Wednesday, Youth Room
in the School, 7:30p

2. to temporarily not shake hands or kiss during
the Sign of Peace
3. to temporarily not offer the Precious Blood to
the congregation

MONTHLY BILINGUAL (ENGLISH/FILIPINO) MASS

Every 4th Sunday at 3:00 PM
St. Dorothea Church
The Mass is celebrated in Filipino and English.
Rosary prayer will begin at 2:30 PM. A fellowship
luncheon will be served after the Mass. All are
welcome!

4. to strongly encourage everyone to receive Holy
Communion in the hand, and not on the tongue
5. for all liturgical ministers to wash or sanitize
their hands before and after Communion
But remember, transmission by contact can also
happen by touching the pew tops or a hymnal or a
door handle or any other common surface and not
just by shaking hands. So, always practice hand
cleanliness before touching one’s face.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
IMPORTANT REL. ED. DATES & NEWS

 Mar 9-11, no CCD (Family Promise week)
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Funeral Home
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www.braunfuneralhome.com
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Family owned and operated since 1932

KICZEK & RACHINSKY, LLC
Attorneys at Law
Leonard P. Kiczek, Esq.
Wills, Estates, Probate Elder Law, Planning
& Zoning, Tax Appeals, Real Estate Closings
BAYONNE OFFICE:
29 West 8 Street, Bayonne, N.J. 07002
Phone: (201) 437-8787

732.229.3532
www.OBrienRealtyllc.com

John J. Rachinsky, Esq.
Personal Injury, Workers Compensation
Social Security Disability
LONG BRANCH OFFICE:
226 Broadway, Long Branch, N.J. 07040
Phone: (732) 229-0008
Fluent in Polish and Spanish

Serving the Community
Since 1932

Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4553

Sheri L. Sidun
Director

World Cla ss Pa i nt
And Colli si on Soluti ons
Mercedes Benz
Fa ctor y Authori zed Fa ci li ty
Paul R. S gro, Pres ident
Celebrating 85 Years of
853 Broadway
Service in Our
W Long Br anc h
Community
222-3644
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NJ Lic. No. 4061

JOHN E. DAY
FUNERAL HOME

Kenneth P. Duffy, Managing Partner, NJ Lic. No. 4392
Theodore D. Sidun, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4026

85 Riverside Avenue, Red Bank • 732.747.0332
www.johnedayfuneralhome.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

FINE FARE
SUPER MARKET
The Supermarket
With Super Prices

320 3rd Ave.
Long Branch

222-8900
Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
Stucco Remediation Specialist
Roofing • Hardie Siding Specialist

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Morgan

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

basement waterproofing

For further information,
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
please call the Parish Office.
• French Drains

• Foundation Repair
• Mold Remediation

877.401.4777

All Work Guaranteed

Best Prices & Warranties in the Business
www.morganexteriorsllc.com

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Thompson Memorial Home
Family Owned & Operated
Bruce S. Thompson, Owner & Manager
www.theturningpoint.biz
Pam and Kirk Ruoff
Parishioners

FIORE PAVING CO., INC.
732-870-3432
fiorepaving@aol.com

Vincent & Bob Fiore
Oceanport, NJ 07757
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
ROADWAYS • TENNIS COURTS
CART PATHS
SEALCOATING
SITE WORK

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

NJ Lic. No. 3740

310 Broad St., Red Bank
732-747-0226

www.thompsonmemorial.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

breakfast, brunch & lunch

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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your time of need.
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N.J. Lic. No. 3652
10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740
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Ursula Plaza 444 Ocean Blvd.
012466 Precious Blood Church
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