Today’s readings leave no room for half-heartedness. As
beneficiaries of God’s providence, we cannot hold back when
serving others. When Isaiah instructs us to share our bread
with the hungry, he offers no qualifications. He does not add,
“if you think you can,” or “after all of your own needs have
been met.” On the contrary, the prophet simply reports that
God expects us to care for those in need. In a similar way,
the Gospel call is unconditional. Like a city atop a mountain,
the Christian life cannot be hidden. Followers of Jesus do not
have the option to sit by and wish vaguely for someone else
to take care of hunger, homelessness, oppression, and ignorance. God calls us into service. If we have heard the call, we
must respond.

PROCEED WITH PRAYER
We all agree that caring for others is important. Absolutely
no one wants to see a child waste away from starvation. And
yet, we often fear to donate time, talent, or money to chari-

table causes. What if recipients use the money poorly? What if
donations promote helplessness and long-term dependence?
What if my own situation isn’t very stable? How can I help
others when my daily life is so difficult and the future so
uncertain? These are legitimate questions. And God wants
us to use our intellect when discerning how best to perform
good deeds. But uncertainty must not lead to inaction. If we
don’t know exactly how to proceed, we must spend a great
deal of time in prayer. In prayer, we consider our options and
ask the Lord to show us how to be salt and light in the world.
As today’s psalm reminds us, God calls us to be gracious and
merciful. Believing firmly that God will always care for us, we
trust with steadfast hearts and share with others—not occasionally, guiltily, or provisionally, but “lavishly.”
Today’s Readings: Is 58:7–10; Ps 112:4–5, 6–7, 8–9; 1 Cor 2:1–5; Mt 5:13–16
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MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday: 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses, Mondays through Fridays: 7:30 AM
CONFESSIONS: Following Masses of Tue., Thu., & Sat.

Baptisms take place on the 2nd & 4th Sundays at 12:30PM, or at select
Masses. Parents must register for and attend a Baptismal Preparation
Session (recommended that you attend while expecting).
Weddings: Diocesan regulations require one year notice. Please
contact the Parish Office before making reception arrangements.
Ministry to the Sick For Communion to those who are homebound or in
an institution or hospital, please contact the Parish Office. Call any time
in case of emergencies.
Religious Ed. for Children: Please call the Rel. Ed. Office.
Spiritual Direction:
Marge Gryta 908-489-1168,
Jim Moseman 908-675-7124
Sister Parish: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Laserre, Haiti

OUR LITURGY
Saturday, February 08
5:30p Adelaide Cann
by The Family
Kathleen Tocci
by The Family
Sunday, February 09
8:00a Kathleen O’Donnell
by Eamon and Kathy O’Donnell
9:30a James Morton
by Meg and John Bedell
Joe Petrone
by The Bonner Family
11:00a Joe Petrone
by Mary and Bob Cosentino
Monday, February 10
7:30a the deceased members of the parish
Tuesday, February 11
7:30a the deceased members of the parish

THE NEW MASS SCHEDULE
BEGINNING IN 2020
From Fr. Mike…. A few months ago, I spoke at all
the Masses about the status our parish with regard
to finances, projects, and a new Mass schedule. A
new Mass schedule is needed to respond to
decreasing number of people attending Mass and
the decreasing number of priests.

Precious Blood starting in January
Monday: 7:30a Mass
Tuesday:

Wednesday: 7:30a Mass
Thursday: 7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions
Friday:
Saturday:

Wednesday, February 12
7:30a the deceased members of the parish
Thursday, February 13
7:30a the deceased members of the parish
Friday, February 14
7:30a Robert McGuire
By Liz and Jerry Conway
Saturday, February 15
5:30p James Morton
By The McDonough Family
Joseph Petrone
By Carmela Mastria

FOR MASS READINGS & FEAST DAYS:
• usccb.org/bible/readings/
• usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgicalcalendar/
DISPOSING OF BLESSED PALMS
We will not be collecting old palms. For proper disposal
you can either: burn the palm yourself, or break up the
palm and place them in your garden.

7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions

Sunday:

7:30a Mass
9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
5:30p Vigil Mass
6:30p Confessions
8:00a Sunday Mass
9:30a Sunday Mass
11:00a Sunday Mass

The new Sunday office hours will be 9-11 AM.
Over at St. Dorothea’s, one Sunday Mass and four
daily Masses are being cut from their schedule.
Beginning in January, their sacramental schedule
will be:

St. Dorothea starting in January
Monday: 8:30a Mass
Tuesday: 11:00a
6:45p
7:00p
7:30p

Adoration
Benediction
Mass
Confessions

Wednesday: 8:30a Mass
9:00a Confessions
Thursday: 12:15p Mass
12:45p Confessions

Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

8:30a Mass
9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
4:00p Vigil Mass
8:30a Sunday Mass
10:00a Sunday Mass
11:00a Rel. Ed.

Baptisms will continue to be at Precious Blood on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays; and at St. Dorothea the 1st
and 3rd. Baptism times will be moved to 12:30 PM.

Workshop for all Liturgical Ministers
Wednesday, Feb 19, 7p at St. Dorothea Church
or, Thurs, Feb 20, 7p at Precious Blood Church

This evening workshop will be for all liturgical
ministers: Eucharistic, Lectors, Ushers, Musicians,
and anyone else who is involved in the liturgical life
of the parish. It’s also for anyone who would like to
join one of these ministers, or just thinking about.
It’s also for any parishioner to come and learn about
our liturgy.
This workshop will answer the question: What Is
Liturgy? We’ll explore what Liturgy is, and what it
is not; and where our understanding of Liturgy
comes from, especially the post-Vatican-II history
of Liturgy. This workshop will provide a
background of understanding not only for our
liturgical ministers, but for anyone who attends any
liturgy and their role in the worship of the Church.
This workshop will serve as an introduction to
future workshops specifically geared for each of the
liturgical ministries. This workshop is repeated at
St. Dorothea. Anyone can attend either workshop…
they will be the same.

The Mass Intention Book For 2020 Is Open

Now that we’ve scheduled the requests that were
made in November, all are welcome to come to the
Parish Office to request Masses for your loved ones.
Please note that Mass Intentions are for the
deceased and we use their full name (and not just
their last name).

Later this year, there will be four Novenas (nine
Masses) for collective intentions: Mother’s Day;
Father’s Day; All Souls Day; and one to celebrate our
parish’s feast day, which is The Exaltation of the
Cross in mid-September (when we have our parish
picnic). For the parish novena, intentions for the
living or in thanksgiving are also appropriate.
Keep in mind we have also a Book of Intentions in
the back of the Church which we pray for at each
Mass.
OUR LITURGY: ASHES & LENT

THE DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
The ritual for the blessing and distribution of ashes,
the Book of Blessings, indicates:
1059
The season of Lent begins with the
ancient practice of marking the baptized with
ashes as a public and communal sign of
penance. The blessing and distribution of
ashes on Ash Wednesday normally takes
place during the celebration of Mass.
However, when circumstances require, the
blessing and distribution of ashes may take
place apart from Mass, during a celebration of
the word of God.
1060
This order may also be used when
ashes are brought to the sick. According to the
circumstances, the rite may be abbreviated by
the minister. Nevertheless, at least one
Scripture reading should be included in the
service. ...
1062
This rite may be celebrated by a
priest or deacon who may be assisted by lay
ministers in the distribution of the ashes. ...
These directives make very clear that ashes may
only be distributed within the celebration of Mass
or a Liturgy of the Word (i.e., a prayer service). Even
when ashes are brought to the sick, some sort of
simple prayer and Scripture reading is expected.
In other words, it is not allowed for one to arrive
at the church or parish office or rectory and just
simply ‘get ashes.’ One must attend a Mass or
prayer service during which ashes are
distributed.
And this restriction makes perfect sense if we think
about what the ashes symbolize: a commitment to

the Lenten disciplines of holiness, especially a
commitment to prayer. It would be selfcontradictory to be signed with a symbol of
commitment to prayer without actually stopping
and taking the time to pray.
In order to accommodate the schedules of our
parishioners on Ash Wednesday, we will distribute
ashes within the following Masses and Liturgies of
the Word:
Precious Blood
6:00 AM
Liturgy of the Word
7:30 AM Mass

St. Dorothea

8:30 AM Mass
12:15 PM Mass
4:00 PM Mass
5:30 PM Mass

LENTEN FAQ
(FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS)

What’s the difference between fasting and
abstinence?
Abstinence is really abstinence from meat, i.e., to
abstain or refrain from eating meat. Fasting means
not eating any food at all.
I find it truly difficult to go all day without eating
(i.e., fasting), what should I do?
If fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
doesn’t allow you to function properly at work or
school or parenting; or, it makes you dizzy or weak;
or, you have a medical condition which requires
you to eat regularly (e.g., diabetes), then you have
several options:
1) Eat just one full meal for the day; or,
2) If you really need to, eat one full meal and
two very light meals; or,
3) Substitute some other act of penance or
charity.
On days of abstinence from meat (Ash
Wednesday and Fridays in Lent), what is meant
by ‘meat’?
The actual flesh and organs of warm blooded
animals or of birds. So, meat would be steak,
hamburger, pork, ham, lamb, salami, sausage,

chicken, and turkey (the color of the meat doesn’t
matter). However, fish and cold blooded animals
(frog, clams, etc…) are not meat. Also meat byproducts (milk, cheese, etc…) or condiments and
sauces with meat fat (some pasta sauces, e.g.,) are
not meat.
Who is required to follow these rules of fasting
and abstinence?
Fasting: 18 to 59 year-olds. Abstinence: 14 yearolds and older. But keep in mind, that those
younger and older can try to keep these disciplines
if they choose to, and adapt them to their
circumstance.
I forgot that it was a day of abstinence and ate
meat. I also forgot it was a day of fasting and ate
several full meals. Do I have to go to confession?
No. First of all, you can’t sin accidentally. Sin comes
about from purposely choosing evil.
Secondly, failure to perform one particular act of
the Church’s communal penance isn’t an act of
grave evil. Failure to do penance, to pray, and to be
charitable, over all in one’s life… that is a seriously
grave problem.
Thirdly, these penitential acts of fasting and
abstinence are the least significant of the three
disciplines of Lent. The other two disciplines are
prayer and charity. It is a failure to pray and to be
charitable which is a worthier subject matter of
confession than accidentally eating meat on Friday.
And finally, if you forget to do one of these Lenten
disciplines, you are free to substitute. Choose a
different day. Choose a different penance. And you
may do this without getting dispensation from a
priest or the bishop.
I’m going to a St. Patrick’s Day party on a Friday
in Lent. Can I eat the traditional corned beef? Do
I need to get a dispensation?
You may eat the corned beef without getting a
dispensation. Simply substitute a different day for
abstinence, or, a different penance or act of charity.
You have the authority to make those decisions for
yourself without seeking dispensation from any
clergy.

I’m doing an additional, personal act of penance
for all of Lent (e.g., giving up a treat like ice
cream). Should I also do this on Sundays?

LOCAL EVENTS

You may, if you want, but you don’t have to.
Sundays aren’t counted in the “forty days of Lent.”
The reason for this is that Sundays are festive days
of celebration, and therefore, not penitential days

HELP WANTED

PARISH JOURNAL
NEW OFFICE E-MAIL
Please take note of and use our new office email:

office@churchofthepreciousblood.org
It replaces the Comcast address. Thanks!

NEW SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS
Please take note of our new Sunday hours:

Sundays: 9 – 11 AM

Part-time Facilities Coordinator
Precious Blood Church in Monmouth Beach rents
its Parish Center which has a gym and kitchen for
groups such as wedding or Quinceañera receptions.
This position:
• schedules events and instructs renters as to our
policies (e.g., renters must do their own set-up
and clean-up);
• collects payments (fees, deposits, insurance)
• responsible for light custodial clean-up when
groups don’t clean up themselves (and lose
their cleaning deposit)
• requires being available on weekends to
monitor use of facilities as needed
Résumés and inquiries can be sent to:
office@churchofthepreciousblood.org
parish office: 732-222-4756

The weekday hours remain the same:

Monday – Friday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
HUMAN CONCERNS
WHAT’S HAPPENING
Sunday, Feb 16
• Pantry Food Drive

RECURRING EVENTS
1st Sundays
• Helping Hearts Casseroles
• Scouts of America, 5p, Parish Center
1st Tuesdays
• All God’s People (LGBTQ and allies), 7p Parish
House
2nd Sundays
• Social at Parish House after Masses
3rd Saturdays
• Men’s Group, 8a, Parish House
4th Saturdays
• Women’s Group, 8a, Francis Rm.
Daily
• AA, Parish Center, 7-8a
Mondays
• Choir Practice, Church, 7:30p

FAMILY PROMISE:
SHELTERING THE HOMELESS
Weeks in 2020 beginning:
Mar 8, May 17, Oct 18
Family Promise provides shelter for our guests
transitioning to permanent housing at Precious
Blood’s Parish Center. To help with future Family
Promise weeks, simply email Sue Howard at
suehoward@comcast.net indicating you’d like to
be on the volunteer email list. Then Sue will email
everyone with a list of tasks for which you can
volunteer. This process allows us to better
coordinate volunteers from both Precious Blood
and St. Dorothea parishes. Please note that with
new faith communities participating in Family
Promise, we will be hosting only three times this
year – we no longer have a November date.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

Cost for retreat : $200 by Feb 21. Sign up at the
parish house. Any questions: contact parish office
732-222-4756 or Marion Wilhalme 732-403-1825.

Next Weekend, Feb 15 & 16
Our next collection for the Food Pantry at St.
Dorothea is the weekend of February 15th & 16th.
All donations are welcome but currently they are in
need of pasta, ramen and breakfast cereal. Thanks
in advance for your donations.

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
COME JOIN US FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL
PRECIOUS BLOOD WOMEN’S RETREAT
Friday – Sunday, Feb 28-Mar 1
San Alfonso Retreat House, Long Branch
Take a step into God’s presence to pray, listen and
reflect on the beauty and meaning of your life and
relationships. Whether you a searching for a new
approach, or wanting to deepen and refresh your
faith, come and listen to your hopes and dreams as
God comes to speak within you.
The theme of the retreat is “Serving God’s Dream of
a Transformed World.” This retreat will give all
participants time to reflect on their unique personal
journey and relationships—how we live our days,
in service to God’s dream, and through them, get a
glimpse of the divine presence that lives in us and
between us.
Our retreat director will be : Gary Maccaroni, who
has served the Church of Saint Ann in
Lawrenceville, NJ as a Pastoral Associate since 1996
and he holds an MA from Princeton Theological
Seminary. He is a workshop leader in adult faith
formation for the Diocese of Trenton, and a
presenter in the diocesan diaconate program on the
subject of Vatican II.
Here is brief itinerary:
• Friday, 7:00 pm – introductions and prayers
• Saturday, 8:30am - 9:00pm – day full of
discussions, dialogues & songs
• Saturday night: the ladies get together for a fun
night of fellowship!
• Sunday, 8:30am - 12noon – day concludes with
Mass and then lunch!

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND:
REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE
February 21 – 23, Malvern, PA
www.HelpOurMarriage.org

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their
marriages through Retrouvaille (Retro-VIE). If you
know anyone who could benefit from this program,
please pass this on. Couples learn to build
communication skills and to increase intimacy. It
provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or
crises. Another weekend will be held in April. For
more information, or to register, visit or call 215766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are
strictly confidential.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD
Grief Ministry for Those Who Chose
Not to Bring Their Child to Full Term
Feb 28 to March 1, or, Aug 28 – 30
Rachel’s Vineyard is a weekend retreat for those
whose children were aborted and gives the
wounded parents an opportunity to walk with
Christ through the complex circumstances that led
to abortion, as well as the devastating aftermath.
Rachel's Vineyard also provides a blessed
opportunity for parents to begin processing their
grief, and to memorialize their children. There is no
judgment. There is just an atmosphere of
fellowship, compassion, and healing. If an abortion
is impacting you, remember that God loves you, just
as much as he loves your child who is now with him.
If you would like to experience a weekend of God's
love and mercy for yourself, please contact Judy
Warenkiewicz at 732-536-6871. All inquiries are
strictly confidential.

STEWARDSHIP
2019 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Parish Goal: $27,000
Gift Count: 166 / Raised: $22,541 (83.0% of goal)

STATEMENT OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

an opportunity to share our faith. Fee of $20
includes lunch. Topic and speaker to be announced.

For those who’ve used The Envelope System or
made your Sunday contributions by check (and are
enrolled as members of the parish), we can send
you a statement of your charitable contributions to
the church if you need such a thing for filing your
taxes. Please send a note to the office by mail or
drop it in the collection. Or, email contact
information (name, address, phone) to:

Come and bring a friend! Admission: $20, payable
at the door, includes lunch. Reservations are
necessary. Please call 732-202-8352 no later than
Tuesday, Feb 4 to register. Leave your phone
number and spell your last name. You can also
register on line: www.cwoz.org

office@churchofthepreciousblood.org

LOCAL PARISHES

UPCOMING EXTRA COLLECTIONS
● Feb 9: The Church in Eastern Europe
● Mar 1: For Black and American Indian Missions
(Please make checks out to: Church of the Precious Blood)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Intentional Offering, Feb 2
• Envelopes and Online… 170

$5,358

Total Collection

$6,852

+ cash offering at Masses…

$1,494

Previous Totals:
Jan 26

$5,284

2nd Collection Latin America Jan 26

$1,466

Jan 19
Jan 12
Jan 05
Dec 29

$6,614
$6,025
$7,661
$6,221

ST. DOROTHEA, EATONTOWN
stdorothea.org • 732-542-0148
• Adoration: Tuesdays 11a - 6:45p benediction.
Mass at 7p following.
• NarAnon Meetings: Wednesday, Youth Room
in the School, 7:30p
• Tagalog Bilingual Mass: 4th Sundays, 3p

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
IMPORTANT REL. ED. DATES & NEWS

FAITH FORMATION
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF ZION
DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Saturday, Mar 14, 9 am – 1 pm
Mass: 9 am, Fr. Thomas Maher presiding
St. William the Abbot
2740 Lakewood-Allenwood Rd, Howell
Catholic Women of Zion is a ministry of healing of
mind, soul, and body inspired by the Holy Spirit to
meet the needs of today’s Catholic women. Join
these “Morning Retreats” which meet every other
month on a Saturday to hear talks by guest
speakers. The day includes Mass, prayer, music, and

• Feb 17, no CCD (Presidents’ Day)
• Feb 22, Confirmation Sponsor / Candidate
retreat, 9:30a – 2p. This is a retreat for sponsors
and candidates at the Parish Center with a pizza
lunch and a Penance Service in the Church.
• Feb 26, no CCD (Ash Wedensday)
• Mar 9-11, no CCD (Family Promise week)
Grade 8 Confirmation candidates have completed
their interviews with Fr. Mike and continue to
involve themselves at Mass through gospel
reflections and in community service. Cards of
encouragement and cakes were delivered to the
Center in Asbury Park for the Sunday celebration
dinner for Dr. Martin Luther King.

Braun
Funeral Home
www.DamianoFuneralHome.com
732~222~2312

106 Broad Street
Eatontown, NJ 07724

191 Franklin Avenue, Long Branch, New Jersey 07740
R.J. “Bud” Damiano, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3869

732-542-0383
www.braunfuneralhome.com
Ginny Sanzo
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KICZEK & RACHINSKY, LLC
Attorneys at Law
Leonard P. Kiczek, Esq.
Wills, Estates, Probate Elder Law, Planning
& Zoning, Tax Appeals, Real Estate Closings
BAYONNE OFFICE:
29 West 8 Street, Bayonne, N.J. 07002
Phone: (201) 437-8787

732.229.3532
www.OBrienRealtyllc.com

John J. Rachinsky, Esq.
Personal Injury, Workers Compensation
Social Security Disability
LONG BRANCH OFFICE:
226 Broadway, Long Branch, N.J. 07040
Phone: (732) 229-0008
Fluent in Polish and Spanish

Serving the Community
Since 1932

Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4553

Sheri L. Sidun
Director

World Cla ss Pa i nt
And Colli si on Soluti ons
Mercedes Benz
Fa ctor y Authori zed Fa ci li ty
Paul R. S gro, Pres ident
Celebrating 85 Years of
853 Broadway
Service in Our
W Long Br anc h
Community
222-3644
Fax 222-1763
www.lees gar age.c om
L i c. 02155A-17

NJ Lic. No. 4061
Joseph Vecchio CPA, CFP, MBA

732-704-8982
shorefp.com

JOHN E. DAY
FUNERAL HOME

Kenneth P. Duffy, Managing Partner, NJ Lic. No. 4392
Theodore D. Sidun, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4026

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

85 Riverside Avenue, Red Bank • 732.747.0332
www.johnedayfuneralhome.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

FINE FARE
SUPER MARKET
The Supermarket
With Super Prices

320 3rd Ave.
Long Branch

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
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✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Morgan

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

• French Drains
could
• Foundation Repair
Remediation
be in this • Mold
All Work Guaranteed
space! 877-401-4777

877.401.4777

Best Prices & Warranties in the Business
www.morganexteriorsllc.com

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

basement waterproofing

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Thompson Memorial Home
Family Owned & Operated
Bruce S. Thompson, Owner & Manager
www.theturningpoint.biz
Pam and Kirk Ruoff
Parishioners

FIORE PAVING CO., INC.
732-870-3432
fiorepaving@aol.com

Vincent & Bob Fiore
Oceanport, NJ 07757
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
ROADWAYS • TENNIS COURTS
CART PATHS
SEALCOATING
SITE WORK

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

NJ Lic. No. 3740

310 Broad St., Red Bank
732-747-0226

www.thompsonmemorial.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

breakfast, brunch & lunch

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Caring attention in
your time of need.
William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
N.J. Lic. No. 3652
10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740
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Ursula Plaza 444 Ocean Blvd.
012466 Precious Blood Church

www.jspaluch.com
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