We can almost hear the amazement in John the
Baptist’s voice as he says to Jesus, “I need to be baptized
by you, and yet you are coming to me?” Throughout
the time that John preached and baptized people in the
desert, he had been preparing people for the coming of
the Messiah. Now, Jesus approaches him for baptism!
We might share in his wonder. Why would Jesus, who is
sinless, come to John for a baptism of repentance? Jesus’
response to John helps us understand. Jesus has come to
fulfill all that is expected in the Messiah, and more. As
he entered the waters of baptism, Jesus entered fully into
our humanity, raising us toward God. Jesus sanctified the
waters of baptism, making them holy, opening the heavens through his humble obedience to God’s plan of love.

Spirit descended upon him and a voice from the heavens was heard saying, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased.” In joining himself to humanity, Jesus opened the heavens for us, and in doing so,
was confirmed in his mission of mercy and love. In
baptism, we are joined with Christ. Immersed into his
life and love, his mission is our mission. It is still early
in this new year. Today, reflect on your baptismal call to
live as a member of Christ’s body. In what ways do you
love God and others? In what ways might you grow as a
disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ? How are you living the
mission of Christ, to make God’s love and mercy known
in the world? Is Christ’s mission your mission?
Today’s Readings: Is 42:1–4, 6–7; Ps 29:1–2, 3–4, 3, 9–10; Acts 10:34–38; Mt 3:13–17

CHRIST’S MISSION IS OUR MISSION
As Jesus came out of the baptismal waters, the Holy
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MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday: 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses, Mondays through Fridays: 7:30 AM
CONFESSIONS: Following Masses of Tue., Wed., & Sat.

Baptisms take place on the 2nd & 4th Sundays at 1 PM, or at select
Masses. Parents must register for and attend a Baptismal Preparation
Session (recommended that you attend while expecting).
Weddings: Diocesan regulations require one year notice. Please
contact the Parish Office before making reception arrangements.
Ministry to the Sick For Communion to those who are homebound or in
an institution or hospital, please contact the Parish Office. Call any time
in case of emergencies.
Religious Ed. for Children: Please call the Rel. Ed. Office.
Spiritual Direction:
Marge Gryta 908-489-1168,
Jim Moseman 908-675-7124
Sister Parish: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Laserre, Haiti

OUR LITURGY
Saturday, January 11
5:30p Kathleen Tocci
by The Tocci family
Sunday, January 12
8:00p the People of the Parish
9:30p the deceased members of our parish family
11:00p Andrew Mercer
By The Tocci Family
Monday, January 13
7:30a Joe Petrone
by friends Booty and J.E.
Tuesday, January 14
7:30a Carol Weber
by Eamonn and Kathy O’Donnell
Wednesday, January 15
7:30a Joe Petrone
by Pat, Jane, Katie and Peter Farmer
Anthony Jupa
by daughter Betty
Thursday, January 9
7:30a the deceased members of our parish family
Friday, January 10
7:30a Joe Petrone
By Andrew Cancalosi
Saturday, January 11
5:30p Stanley Tober
by The Tober family
Joseph Petrone
by The Marucci Family

FOR MASS READINGS & FEAST DAYS:
• usccb.org/bible/readings/
• usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgicalcalendar/

MASS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
Monday, Jan 20, 7:30 AM
on the occasion of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON
This Sunday’s celebration of the Baptism of the
Lord closes the Christmas season. In the scriptures
we see one more epiphany, or manifestation, of the
Spirit of God in Jesus—but this time it is as an adult,
rather than as a child. Jesus’ baptism also serves as
the inauguration of his prophetic mission and the
messianic age.
Today’s reading from Isaiah describes God’s chosen
Messiah, upon whom God’s spirit rests. In the Acts
of the Apostles Peter says that “God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power” (Acts
10:38). Finally, in the proclamation from Matthew’s
Gospel Jesus’ baptism in water goes almost
unnoticed. The crucial moment comes when the
Spirit of God comes upon Jesus and a voice from
heaven echoes the words of Isaiah: “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased”
(Matthew 3:17).
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THE NEW MASS SCHEDULE
BEGINNING IN 2020
From Fr. Mike…. A few months ago, I spoke at all
the Masses about the status our parish with regard
to finances, projects, and a new Mass schedule. A
new Mass schedule is needed to respond to
decreasing number of people attending Mass and
the decreasing number of priests.
The demographic shift that our diocese has
experienced is a loss of about 15% of Catholics,
mostly due to people moving from Northern states
to Southern ones. Additionally, our parish was
especially affected by the closing of Fr. Monmouth.
The priest shortage not only continues to worsen,
but will accelerate as the majority of priests are
close to retirement age (75). The linkage of St.
Dorothea’s with Precious Blood parish was to ‘free
up’ a priest. That is most certainly going to be the
case this July when there will be just two priests for
the two parishes.
Consequently, the Mass schedule of both parishes
needs to be adjusted. As much as possible, the
schedules need to avoid scheduling simultaneous
Masses so that when one priest is not available
(illness, vacation, etc.…), the other can cover. The
schedule needs to also allow times for Confessions,
Funeral Masses, and Weddings.
Our Sunday Masses will be going from four Masses
to three. This unfortunately means a necessary
reduction in options. The Masses in the middle of
the morning (9:00a & 10:00a together) has been
the most-attended. Then there is relatively about
the same number of people who attend early
morning (7:30a) and late morning (12:00p).
Choosing times for three Masses means we cannot
just simply combine the two middle-morning
Masses – that would create one overcrowded Mass.
And so, the extreme ends of the schedule need to
move toward the center. Thus, Sunday Masses will
be at 8:00, 9:30, & 11 AM.
For daily Masses, we will keep the 7:30 AM Mass
from Monday through Friday. However, we will no
longer have a Saturday morning Mass in order to
allow the scheduling of funerals and weddings (and
the two evening Masses of both parishes).
Confessions will be after the Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday Masses. In the end, the schedule will
be, beginning Jan 1 2020:

Precious Blood starting in January
Monday: 7:30a Mass
Tuesday:

7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions

Wednesday: 7:30a Mass
Thursday: 7:30a Mass
8:00a Confessions
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

7:30a Mass
9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
5:30p Vigil Mass
6:30p Confessions
8:00a Sunday Mass
9:30a Sunday Mass
11:00a Sunday Mass

The new Sunday office hours will be 9-11 AM.
Over at St. Dorothea’s, one Sunday Mass and four
daily Masses are being cut from their schedule.
Beginning in January, their sacramental schedule
will be:

St. Dorothea starting in January
Monday: 8:30a Mass
Tuesday: 11:00a
6:45p
7:00p
7:30p

Adoration
Benediction
Mass
Confessions

Wednesday: 8:30a Mass
9:00a Confessions
Thursday: 12:15p Mass
12:45p Confessions
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

8:30a Mass
9:00a & 10:30a available
for Funerals
12:30p & 2:30p available
for Weddings
4:00p Vigil Mass
8:30a Sunday Mass
10:00a Sunday Mass
11:00a Rel. Ed.

Baptisms will continue to be at Precious Blood on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays; and at St. Dorothea the 1st
and 3rd. Baptism times will be moved to 12:30 PM.

PARISH JOURNAL
NEW OFFICE E-MAIL
Please take note of and use our new office email:

office@churchofthepreciousblood.org
It replaces the Comcast address. Thanks!

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Saturday, Jan 11
• Haitian Choir at Mass, 5:30 PM
Weekend of Jan 12
• Blessing Bag Brigade
Weekend of Jan 26
• Diaper Drive

RECURRING EVENTS
1st Sundays
• Helping Hearts Casseroles
• Scouts of America, 5p, Parish Center
1st Tuesdays
• All God’s People (LGBTQ and allies), 7p Parish
House
2nd Sundays
• Social at Parish House after Masses (Jan 12)
3rd Saturdays
• Men’s Group, 8a, Parish House
4th Saturdays
• Women’s Group, 8a, Francis Rm.
Daily
• AA, Parish Center, 7-8a
Mondays
• Choir Practice, Church, 7:30p

WATCH OUT FOR EMAIL AND CHARITY SCAMS
Scammers have been hitting churches in our area
sending emails to people that claim to be from their
local pastor or church claiming to need money or
gift cards right away to help families in emergency
need.

Never give anything to anyone because of a request
from an email without first calling the supposed
source of the email to verify its validity. Same with
phone calls. If the caller claims to be from the
church, end the conversation and look up the
church number and call the church to see if the call
is legitimately from the church. Same for requests
for donations by mail. Look up the recipient’s
address to make sure it is the legitimate address.
A similar scam happened a few years ago when the
email was supposedly from a local priest who was
traveling abroad, and all their money and papers
were lost or stolen and they now need your help to
get back home. All the while, the priest was still in
the U.S.
Also, never give any money to anyone standing
outside the church (or even those brazen enough to
go into the church) to ask for money. First thing you
do is pull out your phone and take a picture of them
so you can show the police. Second thing you do is
call the police. Do not wait to tell the priest about it.
Act immediately to get the police present. If the
person is a local in need, the police will know and
deal with them accordingly. If not, they’ll also know
if they’re part of a scamming ring that goes from
church to church as a scam operation and arrest
them. Also, if you can do it safely, take a picture of
the license plate of the car they get into to show the
police.
For anyone truly in need, point them to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society.

COLD & FLU PRECAUTIONS
Our response to cold and flu should continue to be
guided by recommendations from our health
officials. During ‘flu seasons’, they are
recommending extra caution which includes:
• Those who are feeling ill stay at home so as not
to spread the disease
• Increased vigilance in washing hands and not
touching our own eyes, mouth, or nose.
• Coughing and sneezing into disposable tissues
(and washing one’s hands afterwards), or if none
available, the inside of one’s forearm to reduce
spreading any virus.

pneumonia

eradicate homelessness, but we can show that we
care.

Whenever there is a report of a disease outbreak, it
is often asked if we would stop the shaking of hands
at the Sign of Peace. However, that ‘solution’
ignores the fact that colds and flu are also airborne
viruses. Those who are infected can spread such
viruses simply through breathing, let along
sneezing and coughing. Also, if someone’s hands are
infected, then those hands also touch door handles,
tops of pew, hymnals, etc… and spread the virus to
those surfaces. If the touch of hands is to be
excluded at the Sign of Peace to avoid ‘contact
germs,’ then one would also have to refrain from
touching anything in the church that those infected
hands have also touched, which is nearly
impossible to do.

The Blessing Bag Brigade NJ is a registered
501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to
showing compassion and humanitarianism
towards the homeless. Bags are distributed in the
Asbury Park / Ocean Grove area. Thanks for your
kindness.

• Getting the
vaccination.

current

flu

and

The absolutely best way for colds and flu to be kept
from spreading is for those who have them to selfquarantine.
If you have a cold or any symptoms of the flu, then
you are to stay at home and not go to Mass. The sick
are excused from the obligation to go to Mass, and
those who might be contagious have a moral duty
to not expose others to their (possible) illness.

HUMAN CONCERNS

Whatsoever you do to the least of my people,
so you do unto me. -Matthew

FAMILY PROMISE:
SHELTERING THE HOMELESS
Weeks in 2020 beginning:
Mar 8, May 17, Oct 18, & Nov 15
Family Promise provides shelter for our guests
transitioning to permanent housing at Precious
Blood’s Parish Center. To help with future Family
Promise weeks, simply email Sue Howard at
suehoward@comcast.net indicating you’d like to
be on the volunteer email list. Then Sue will email
everyone with a list of tasks for which you can
volunteer. This process allows us to better
coordinate volunteers from both Precious Blood
and St. Dorothea parishes.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
IMPORTANT REL. ED. DATES

THE BLESSING BAG BRIGADE
This Weekend of Jan 11 & 12
The Blessing Bag Brigade is an organization that is
based in New Jersey and their goal is to help ease
the plight of the homeless and to help them find a
little comfort. Since many homeless people cannot
afford basic hygiene items, the Blessing Bag Brigade
attempts to supply them with these items. If you
would like to get involved, you can either donate
individual items or pack your own blessing bags.
A blessing bag is a plastic sealable bag filled with
any of the following items: socks, toothpaste and
toothbrush, cream or lotion, snack foods, chap stick
and hand wipes. The items are generally travel size.
In addition, you might consider including hats,
gloves, feminine products, soap, mouthwash, or any
other hygiene product. We may not be able to

• Jan 20, No CCD - Martin Luther King Jr.
• Jan 21, Confirmation Interviews - Mrs. Luker’s
class
• Feb 22, Confirmation Sponsor / Candidate
retreat 9:30a – 2p

LOCAL PARISHES

OUR LADY OF HOPE, W. LONG BRANCH & DEAL
ladyofhopeparish.org • 732-222-1424

churches: St. Mary of the Assumption / St. Jerome

ST. DOROTHEA, EATONTOWN
stdorothea.org • 732-542-0148
• NarAnon Meetings: Wednesday, Youth Room
in the School, 7:30p

CHRIST THE KING, LONG BRANCH
cklb.org • 732-222-3216

churches: Our Lady Star of the Sea / Holy Trinity

OUR LADY OF HOPE, W. LONG BRANCH & DEAL
ladyofhopeparish.org • 732-222-1424
churches: St. Mary of the Assumption / St. Jerome
• St. Jerome Catholic School Open House: Sunday,
January 26, after the 9:30 am Mass at St. Jerome
Church.

ANNULMENT INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday, Jan 16, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Church of the Nativity
180 Ridge Rd., Fair Haven

Marriage... Divorce... Annulments… What Does the
Catholic Church Teach? Join us for an informal evening
to learn what the Catholic Faith has to say about these
topics and have all of your questions answered. All are
welcome! Come and find out the truth about annulment
(and avoid a lot of the misconceptions that are too often
passed around). To register for this free event, please
contact Michele Coppola Wilson at 201-753-8485, or
email healfromdivorcetoday@gmail.com

SPIRITUALITY DAY FOR THE LAITY
Saturday, Feb 1, 2020, 9:00 AM Mass
Program: 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM

St. Anselm, 1028 Wayside Rd., Tinton Falls 07712

FAITH FORMATION
CATHOLIC WOMEN OF ZION
DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Saturday, Feb 8, 9 am – 1 pm
Mass: 9 am, Fr. Thomas Maher presiding
St. William the Abbot
2740 Lakewood-Allenwood Rd, Howell
Catholic Women of Zion is a ministry of healing of
mind, soul, and body inspired by the Holy Spirit to
meet the needs of today’s Catholic women. Join
these “Morning Retreats” which meet every other
month on a Saturday to hear talks by guest
speakers. The day includes Mass, prayer, music, and
an opportunity to share our faith. Fee of $20
includes lunch.
Topic and speaker for February to be determined.
Come and bring a friend! Admission: $20, payable
at the door, includes lunch. Reservations are
necessary. Please call 732-202-8352 no later than
Tuesday, Feb 4 to register. Leave your phone
number and spell your last name. You can also
register on line: www.cwoz.org

Led by Sr. Sandy DeMasi, SSJ, the topic of the retreat day
is: Practice Makes Perfect based on Jesus’ urging in
Matthew 5:48, “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is
perfect.”
We will reflect on the practices that form and sustain our
discipleship and examine our participation in these
practices that name who we are! Christians are made
not born. One is baptized into discipleship! Discipleship
is not a sacramental moment but a sacramental life, a
dynamic action of becoming. The event is followed by

optional lunch
Cost: $20, make check to “St. Anselm-Retreat” and mail
to St. Anselm or bring to their parish office.
Retreat Sign-up

Name__________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________________

________________________________________________________
parish and ministries you participate in

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
ADOPTION FAMILIES NEEDED
Did you know there are close to 500,000 children in
the United States of America in the foster care
system whose parents have lost all legal rights to
them. They live their little lives dreaming of having
a forever family, a permanent school, and a house
to call home. Most of them age out of the system
because not enough families consider adoption.
What better way is there to respect life in all of its
stages than by adopting a homeless child? Be the
light of Christ to those in darkness. If there is room
in your heart, there is room in your home and we
make adoption affordable. To learn more contact
DowneySide Adoption, 219 Philadelphia Ave, Sea
Girt, 732-359-8434, or DawnRusinko@yahoo.com

STEWARDSHIP
2019 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Parish Goal: $27,000
Gift Count: 166 / Raised: $22,259 (82.0% of goal)

STATEMENT OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
For those who’ve used The Envelope System or made
your Sunday contributions by check (and are enrolled as
members of the parish), we can send you a statement of
your charitable contributions to the church if you need
such a thing for filing your taxes. Please fill out and
detach the form below and drop it in the collection or
give to the office. Or, email the information to:
office@churchofthepreciousblood.org

2019 Tax Request Form
Name__________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________________

UPCOMING EXTRA COLLECTIONS
● Jan 25: The Church in Latin America
● Feb 9: The Church in Eastern Europe
● Mar 1: For Black and American Indian Missions
(Please make checks out to: Church of the Precious Blood)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Intentional Offering, Jan 05
• Envelopes and Online…
• + cash offering at Masses…
Total Collection
Previous Totals:

Retirement for Rel

Dec 29
Dec 25
Dec 22
Dec 15
Dec 08
Dec 08
Dec 01

$5,659
$2,002
$7,661
$6,221
$27,678
$7,093
$6,333
$7,279
$1,643
$6,928

PARISH REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORT
JUL 1 – SEP 30 (1ST QUARTER)

Braun
Funeral Home
www.DamianoFuneralHome.com
732~222~2312

106 Broad Street
Eatontown, NJ 07724

191 Franklin Avenue, Long Branch, New Jersey 07740
R.J. “Bud” Damiano, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3869

732-542-0383
www.braunfuneralhome.com
Ginny Sanzo

Family owned and operated since 1932

KICZEK & RACHINSKY, LLC
Attorneys at Law
Leonard P. Kiczek, Esq.
Wills, Estates, Probate Elder Law, Planning
& Zoning, Tax Appeals, Real Estate Closings
BAYONNE OFFICE:
29 West 8 Street, Bayonne, N.J. 07002
Phone: (201) 437-8787

732.229.3532
www.OBrienRealtyllc.com

John J. Rachinsky, Esq.
Personal Injury, Workers Compensation
Social Security Disability
LONG BRANCH OFFICE:
226 Broadway, Long Branch, N.J. 07040
Phone: (732) 229-0008
Fluent in Polish and Spanish

Serving the Community
Since 1932

Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4553

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

World Cla ss Pa i nt
And Colli si on Soluti ons
Mercedes Benz
Fa ctor y Authori zed Fa ci li ty
Paul R. S gro, Pres ident
Celebrating 85 Years of
853 Broadway
Service in Our
W Long Br anc h
Community
222-3644
Fax 222-1763
www.lees gar age.c om
L i c. 02155A-17

Sheri L. Sidun

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Director

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

NJ Lic. No. 4061

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

JOHN E. DAY
FUNERAL HOME

Kenneth P. Duffy, Managing Partner, NJ Lic. No. 4392
Theodore D. Sidun, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4026

85 Riverside Avenue, Red Bank • 732.747.0332
www.johnedayfuneralhome.com
FINE FARE
SUPER MARKET

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Morgan Exteriors, LLC

The Supermarket
With Super Prices

320 3rd Ave.
Long Branch

✂

222-8900

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Stucco Remediation Specialist
Roofing • Hardie Siding Specialist

877.401.4777

Best Prices & Warranties in the Business
www.morganexteriorsllc.com

Morgan

Your
ad

basement waterproofing
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

• French Drains
• Foundation Repair
• Mold Remediation

could
be in this
space!

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Thompson Memorial Home
Family Owned & Operated
Bruce S. Thompson, Owner & Manager
breakfast, brunch & lunch
www.theturningpoint.biz
Pam and Kirk Ruoff
Parishioners

FIORE PAVING CO., INC.
732-870-3432
fiorepaving@aol.com

Vincent & Bob Fiore
Oceanport, NJ 07757
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
ROADWAYS • TENNIS COURTS
CART PATHS
SEALCOATING
SITE WORK

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

NJ Lic. No. 3740

310 Broad St., Red Bank
732-747-0226

www.thompsonmemorial.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
Pastry Shoppe
Ursula Plaza
444 Ocean Blvd.
Long Branch
222-3838

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Woolley-Boglioli
F U N E R A L

H O M E

Caring attention in
your time of need.
William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
N.J. Lic. No. 3652
10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740

732-222-1206
Ursula Plaza 444 Ocean Blvd.
012466 Precious Blood Church

www.jspaluch.com

732-229-0122

www.woolleyboglioli.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

